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  THE LOVE CONNECTION 

“Love should be the test by which to try all our thoughts 

about the Holy Spirit and all our experience of the holy 

life”, wrote Andrew Murray prior to 1917 and it still holds 

true today.  He said, “The Fruit of the Spirit is Love. The 

Holy Spirit comes as the Spirit of Love. Has it been our 

experience that as we have more of the Holy Spirit, the 

more loving we become? Andrew also said, “One of the 

great reasons why God cannot bless His church is the lack of 

love. When the body is divided, there cannot be strength. 

Only when God’s people stand as one body, one before God 

in the fellowship of love, one toward another in deep 

affection, one before the world in a love that the world can 

see~ only then will they have power to secure the blessing 

that they ask of God.” 

 

Why is the Fruit of the Spirit love? Because  God is love.  

(1John 4:8).  God has no selfishness; God keeps nothing to 

Himself. God’s nature is to be always giving. God delights to 

pour His love into us.  

 

Mankind needs love.  Love is the one great need of 

mankind, that thing that Christ’s redemption came to 

accomplish.  It brings me to who we are and what we do. 

Love in the Name of Christ. It has really been such a 

privilege to work alongside so many different churches here 

The Spirit of Love 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays and more 

“We are underway currently connecting churches and 

individuals  who want to adopt families for the 

holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas. This is a  very 

time consuming process so if you haven’t already let 

us know that you want to adopt families please do so 

ASAP by calling Judy at our office at 253-531-2365. We 

need at least 3-4 weeks headstart.  

 

Might we also ask you or your church to consider a 

Christmas around the year program. Many families and 

churches are extra generous around Thanksgiving and 

Christmas but it gets hard to find enough help the rest 

of the year. Christmas around the year program is one 

we’ve implemented so that as your church family 
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in Pierce County. The past two years many have struggled, 

given the turnover in Pastoral Leadership, the economy, the 

high concentration of needs in our area from both those who 

have lived in poverty a long time and by those who were 

predominantly middle class and who lost jobs, people losing 

homes, food banks having an increase of over 38% in people 

calling on them for help. It can all be overwhelming at times.  

 

Today I had the pleasure of meeting one of the young adult 

leaders at Puget Sound Christian Center who contacted me to 

ask if we could connect them with a family they could come 

alongside. I just so happen to have gotten an email from a 

family that attends another church but their needs are so 

great, one church alone can’t meet them all.  I was so 

blessed to have this man come to me to say,” Connect us!”  

 

continued on page 4 

 

makes pledges to adopt families, these monies are put 

in a fund at your church and when families call us for 

help we can call on you to use this fund year round to 

help families. It makes it very helpful for us to have 

resources throughout the year as we get over 300 

families a month calling for help for various things all 

year long, being referred to us by the churches.   
 

If you are interested in more information on how to get 

this going and administering it through the year 

contact Sherry Phinisey at: 

execdir@loveincpiercecounty.com 

 
 

November  2010  

 

By Sherry Phinisey 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.loveincpiercecounty.org/
mailto:execdir@loveincpiercecounty.org
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October 22nd we invited 40 of our top volunteer 

and financial donors to our appreciation event. 

Many hundreds of people give very generously of 

their time, talent and or treasury and we want you 

all to know how very much we appreciate all that 

you do to build this network of helping our 

neighbors in need. This event in October put a 

spotlight on those who have given volunteer time 

of 50 hours or more in service with us to those in 

need or those who were in our top 10% of those 

who support the expenses for us to do the work . 

Continued on page 4 

Donor Appreciation 

Our clearinghouse, phone center receives over 300 

calls per month of families needing help with 

various things. How did they know to call us? 

Usually they have called one or more churches for 

help, and the church staff refers them to us to 

screen and do an intake to examine the needs, 

ensure their legitimacy and then to network 

around with the agencies and churches we work 

with to try to find the help, the families need.  

Sometimes it takes multiple churches working 

together to meet the various needs of families.  

Help needed in the Love INC Phone Center 

Leslie, Steven, Joyce, Timothy at 

our Top Donor Appreciation 

Dinner 

Marion, Gary, Cyndi, Joan¸Paul and Rosco 

“When the Father can’t provide 

for his own family he loses a 

part of his identity. Men have 

been considered the Provider.” 

The clearinghouse is managed by Judy Becker 

who has been with us since 2002. Our intake 

Advisors who talk the longest with the families 

are Lisa Schimer and Sarah Reyes. Cyndi 

Beemer is our receptionist and is the first 

contact people have with Love INC and she 

prepares the client file as the requests come in 

and she forwards to the Office manager who 

distributes the work to Lisa and Sarah. Joan is 

our main person to do follow-up calls. He 

follow-up calls are a few weeks after we have 

given them resources that can possibly meet 

their needs to see how the family is doing. 

Continued on page 4… 
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Look what we have available at  

Love’s Treasury! 

“Books are the 

quietest and most 

constant of friends; 

they are the most 

accessible and 

wisest of 

counselors, and the 

most patient of 

teachers.  ~Charles 

W. Eliot  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wow, What can I say about a ministry that has increased by 10,000 in 4 
months! We’ve had over 300 donors help us fill East Pierce County’s only 
Christian Bookstore with over 10,000 books! We have received over 150 prom 
dresses, and 5 racks full of Career Clothing ranging in sizes from 4 – 30! 
 
In 4 months we have had churches come together to buy us a roadside sign 
that can be seen for ½ a mile if you have young eyes! We’ve had over 800 
visitors from 68 different churches come and donate goods, buy goods and 
check us out and just say thank you over and over again for bringing a 
Christian Bookstore back to Puyallup.  
 
At this time I just want to encourage you all to come visit us at 10213  139th 
St. Ct. E. # B1  Puyallup, and support the ministry of bringing Christian books 
back into the community. I also want to thank the amazing volunteers who 
have given so many hours and so much of their hearts to building this store. 
We couldn’t have done it without you, Kate, Doug, Sharon, Liz, Chelsea, Ken. 

You guys are such a gift from God!!   Continued on page…5 

New at Love’s Treasury! 

Sponsors needed for our 

Annual Dinner 
 
 
It is that time of year when we start planning for our annual 
fundraiser dinner. So much work goes into this one event that helps 
us raise the money we need to operate.  At this event we usually 
have 2/3rd’s of the people as newly being introduced to the ministry 
and it’s the beginning of our relationship building process and also, 
building our network of people willing to help those in need. Last 
year we had about 370 in attendance from 38 different churches.  
 
 
 
We need to recruit dinner sponsors to help cover the cost’s of the 
meals. The total expenses for the dinner run around $7500.00  
Please contact Sherry if you are willing to help us with a 
contribution of  $240.00 for a personal donation, $500.00 for a 
family sponsorship, $1000.00 for a Business or Church sponsorship 
(this includes dinner for 8 with your guests at a premier table) or 
$5000 event sponsorship (includes 2 tables at a premier location and 

dinner for 16 of your guests. Continued on page 5… 
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We need help with answering the phones to get 

the clients names and phone numbers so they 

don’t go to voice mail. Sometimes it’s hard to 

understand the messages and phone numbers 

people leave. We can also use help with doing 

intakes if you are comfortable talking to people on 

the phones. We could use help with data entry, 

entering in client info into a very user friendly 

system, and we could use help with someone to 

help with follow up calls, to see how the families 

I shared with the group that within the past year I 

had this quiet time with the Lord and I was very 

tired of trying to be and do more than I should, 

but the needs are so great… He shared with me, “ 

Woe to those who fall and have no one to help 

pick them up…but you Sherry, you Love INC can’t 

help everyone. You can’t be all things to all 

people. Do your thing, and do your best at it. 

Help my people recognize God’s presence in 

They wanted to be intentional about outreach activities. We worked on a game plan whereby they could come alongside 

the family in a way that didn’t make the father feel bad for not being able to provide for the basic needs of his family of 

6. He was only getting 15 hours of work a week. They just got into an apartment of their own, but they couldn’t afford 

food, winter clothing for the 1 and 2 year old. They didn’t have cookware, or diapers even for the two youngest kids 

and they didn’t have the income to afford these things.  

At Love INC we hear stories like this daily, and we try to look for people that can help us. What was refreshing and a 

blessing about this is that we had the church first, who wanted to help someone. It makes our assignments much easier 

to have the helpers lined up ahead of time instead of the needy.  If your church would like to be connected with a family 

to come alongside please give us a call and we will be blessed again to accommodate you too! Let the Love of God 
overflow in our lives and out to our neighbors in need.  

The Spirit of Love continued from page 1 

are doing.  

Phone work is not easy, but it is very rewarding! It’s 

such a blessing when you can find the help people 

need, and or get them connected to a church family. It 

definitely is a local mission’s opportunity right here in 

Pierce County. Oftentimes, you get the chance to pray 

for people and just to be a listening ear for them when 

they are hurting and think they have nowhere to turn.  

For more info on volunteer opportunities at the phone 

center call Judy Becker at 253-531-2365.  

 

their lives, and helping people to use their gifts to 

serve God, to help those in need. Love INC is the 

bridge. Connect the needy to my people, to The 

Church. Speak to my people about the need. I, your 

God, will move in their hearts as I have moved in yours.  

I shared with the group how faithful God was to that 

message and how he moved through them, and 

through thousands of people this year partnering with 

us to help those in need. How God did speak to those 

hearts,  

 

Phone Center needs help continued from page 2 

Top donor dinner cont…from page 2 

Continued on  page 5 



 

 
Love Connection 

Page  5 

 
 
  

Top donor dinner continued from page 4 

 
And He once again proved His faithfulness through us all. Each hour they spent on behalf of someone else, they gave a 
piece of their heart. Each check that was written and sent they gave a piece of their heart on be3half of Him who moved in 
their heart, to look after those in need. The Spirit of Love is so amazing to be a part of, to see it bubble up and overflow 
from so many people. I’m sure the words were coming forth, “Well done thou good & faithful servants. Enter into the Joy 

of the Lord! 

New at Love’s Treasury continued from page 3 

This past month we have been blessed with a new partnership. We have received a beautiful shipment of travertine 
bowls, wooden platters, baskets & bowls, comfort lights and candles, wooden benches and display pieces to sell, to 
help us raise money to support the ministry. We look forward to having you come see the new stock & are hoping you 

will like them as much as we do & consider them for your yearly gift giving to those special people in your lives.  

Sponsors needed for our annual dinner continued from page 3 

We need to also recruit 50 table Captains /Hosts who can be the Love INC ambassadors & invite new people from 
your church to come learn more about the ministry, & ways to have outreach opportunities for ministry to our 
neighbors in need. Please contact Sherry for more information & to get your host packet and invitations for inviting 
your guests. Email her at execdir@loveincpiercecounty.com  . We can also use some special people who can put 
together & donate themed baskets of goodies that can be used for our raffle. The dinner will be February 4th 2011 

at the Puyallup Fairgrounds again.  

Thank you to our 2010 Auction Donors! 

Karen Asbjornsen~Sue Stenger~Leola Johnston~Mary Reeves~ 
Body Chriopractic~Headliners Hair Studio~Fines Lines~The Honey Man~Ruth 
Witsmeer~ 
Christine Finstorm~Harkness Furniture~The Ram on Rustin Way~ 
Coopers Auto Repair Specialists~Therapeutic Touch~Jasons Restaurant~Nancy 
Winebrenner~ 
Vermeer~Sharon & Bill Colyn~Karen & Robert Silveus~Daffodil Bowl~Jerry Wheeler~ 
Sharon Rehms~T.4.2~Marion Johnson~Top Line Nails~Basket and Things~Sylvan 
Learning~ 
Paul & Paula Dawson~Tacoma Bible College~YMCA~Costco~John & Jan Bodner~ 
Pudget Sound Gutters~Chiropractic Healthcare~Jerry Wheeler~Seattle Art Museum~ 
Steve Holiday Studio 28~Vicki Taylor~Sarah Reyes~Leslie Giba~Sherry Phinisey 
Lorene Jones 
 

mailto:execdir@loveincpiercecounty.com
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 Love’s Treasury 

10213  139th St. Ct. E. # B1 

Puyallup, WA 98374 

Phone: 

253-468-6236 

Fax: 

253-531-2336 

E-Mail: 
execdir@lovincpiercecounty.com 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.loveincpiercecounty.org 

www.lovestreasury.com 

 

Helping Churches Help People 

Love INC of Pierce County 

P.M.B. # 286 

10611 Canyon Rd. E.  
Puyallup, WA 98373 

Customer Name 

Street Address 
City, ST  ZIP Code 

We recognize that a piece of your heart is included when you write that check and we appreciate 
and guard your trust, support and your partnering with us to make a difference in our 

community.  

*Yes, I will help meet the financial needs of Love In The Name of Christ as indicated below: 

 
Special Gift of  $25___ $50___ $100___ $250___ $500___ Other $__________ 
 
I’d like to help with Love’s Treasury Ministry 
 
_____I’d like to sponsor a child for a prom dress ($25.00 will cover the dress and the cleaning) 

 
____I’d like to sponosor a child for a musical instrument ($40.00 will cover maintanance, repairs, pads 
reeds) 
 

Charge my credit card for easier processing: 

Card # ____________________________________________________ 
Expiration date _______________ 
 
Your Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Billing Address____________________________________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________ 

 
Phone number ________________________________________________ 

 
 

http://www.loveincpiercecounty.org/
http://www.lovestreasury.com/

